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Farewell to Larry Murray, 
Welcome to Michelle d’Auray 


International Fisheries 
Observers Net New 
_ Knowledge 
_DFO was proud to be a sponsor of 
the International Fisheries Observer 
Conference, which took place in 
Victoria from May 15 to 18. 


Quebec Region Marks World 

Hydrography Day 

To remind us of the importance of 

hydrography, the United Nations has 

declared June 21 World Minister Hearn and Larry Murray (left) share a good laugh as the DM 


Hydrography Day. receives a service award from the Prime Minister. Claudia Buckley (right), 
Mr. Murray’s wife, is enjoying the presentation. 


The 2007 Recreational By Valerie Francis 
Fisheries Awards. 


On May 7, Minister Hearn, then 
Deputy Minister Larry Murray, 
Members of Parliament and invited 
guests gathered on Parliament Hill 
for the 2007 Recreational Fisheries 
Awards ceremony. 


A week or so before Deputy Minister Larry Murray retired on 
August 3, DFO held a reception in his honour at the Minto 
Hotel in Ottawa. Over 200 of Mr. Murray's colleagues from 
various departments gathered to celebrate his exceptional 
career and the legacy he is leaving behind. 


The afternoon began with a photo and video montage depicting 
the key milestones of his career that spanned 42 years and three 
departments — National Defence, Veterans Affairs Canada and 
Fisheries and Oceans Canada. 


continues on page 2 
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Minister Hearn and Larry Murray (left) share a good laugh as the DM 
receives a service award from the Prime Minister. Claudia Buckley (right), 
Mr. Murray's wife, is enjoying the presentation. 


By Valerie Francis 


A week or so before Deputy Minister Larry Murray retired on 
August 3, DFO held a reception in his honour at the Minto 
Hotel in Ottawa. Over 200 of Mr. Murray's colleagues from 
various departments gathered to celebrate his exceptional 
career and the legacy he is leaving behind. 


The afternoon began with a photo and video montage depicting 
the key milestones of his career that spanned 42 years and three 
departments — National Defence, Veterans Affairs Canada and 
Fisheries and Oceans Canada. 
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The Aboriginal Fisheries Strategy 
is 15 Years Old 


By Barb Dempsey 


The Aboriginal Fisheries Strategy was introduced in 1992 to address Aborigin 
rights to access the resource for food, social and ceremonial purposes, to supp 
their participation in the management of those fisheries, and to serve as a bridgi 
arrangement in fisheries matters during the negotiations of comprehensive la 
claims and self-government agreements. It expanded in 1994 to include t 
Allocation Transfer Program (ATP), which provides fisheries-related econot 


opportunities to Aboriginal groups. 


The AFS has made a difference for many 


Aboriginal groups. Fisheries were a 
component of almost all coastal Aboriginal 
economies and the cornerstones of many. 
Many groups funded under the AFS are 
located in isolated areas that offer few other 
employment opportunities. The training and 
on-the-job experience the program funds, 
as well as the economic opportunities 
provided by the ATP, help ensure that 
Aboriginal groups continue to achieve a 
greater measure of independence and 
economic self-sufficiency, and are able to 
participate meaningfully in the management 
of the fisheries. 

“In addition to providing a framework 
for the right to fish for food, social and 
ceremonial purposes, the Aboriginal 


Fisheries Strategy has given us access to 
commercial fisheries and has therefore 
become an extremely important tool for t 


~ socioeconomic development of our 


community,” says coordinator Pierre 
Léonard, Essipit First Nation in Quebec. 

By funding the establishment of 
Aboriginal Fishing Authorities within 
Aboriginal groups, the AFS has helped 
increase their organizational capacity so that 
they can be more successful participants in 
the fisheries sector. It has assisted 

‘communities in establishing community- 
driven management plans incorporating — 
Aboriginal Traditional Knowledge that lead _ 
to effective and respectful fisheries 
co-management. 


Farewell to Larry Murray, Welcome to Michelle d’Auray 


(continues from page 1) 


Michelle d’Auray took on her functions 
as DFO Deputy Minister on August 6. 


Following the video, a number of people 
were given an opportunity to formally 
recognize Mr. Murray's inherent and 
outstanding leadership abilities as well as his 
many significant contributions to DFO. The 
speakers’ list included Minister Hearn, 
Secretary of TBS Wayne Wouters, RCMP 
Commissioner Bill Elliott, representatives from 
Veterans Affairs Canada as well as Cal Hegge, 
Sue Kirby and Michaela Huard from DFO. 


PR AOA SPITS OK 


Mike Wing, representing the Union of 
Canadian Transport Employees, also 
thanked Mr. Murray for his personal 
commitment to addressing to a number of 
union-related issues. He suggested that 
because of this dedication, in the 15" floor 
corridor of 200 Kent Street where the DM 
photos are displayed, Mr. Murray's picture 
should be hung a little higher. 

During the closing remarks, Mr. Murray 
reiterated many of the sentiments he had 
expressed in his earlier personal message to 
DFO employees. He extended heartfelt 
thanks for employees’ continued dedication 


23°" 


and support. He added how much he 
enjoyed taking part in various DFO events, 
including this year's Float Your Boat event - 
where sector teams built cardboard boats 
and launched them in the water for a 
race — at the staff picnic during National 
Public Service Week. As a parting gift to 
employees, Mr. Murray donated a paddle 
from his personal collection to be awarded 
each year to the winner of the event. 
Michelle d’Auray, who succeeds 
Mr. Murray as DM, comes to DFO after a 
three-year mandate with the Economic 
Development Agency of Canada for Quebec 


ceremony to mark the 15 year Anniversary 
of the Aboriginal Fisheries Strategy. 


e@ece 


Regions. Ms. d'Auray’s career with the 
Public Service |s extensive, and she feels 
privileged to now join the department and 
its dedicated and competent professionals. 
Welcome to our new Deputy Minister! 


Valerie Francis is a communications advisor 
with the Communications Branch in the 
National Capital Region. 
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International Fisheries Observers 
Net New Knowledge 


By Kathryn Vachon 


What happens when you bring together 270 fisheries observers from around the 
world? There’s a lot of valuable information sharing about best practices in 
fisheries monitoring. There’s also lively debate about challenges and opportunities 
in combating illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing and supporting 
sustainable fisheries management. Needless to say, with fisheries observers, little 


goes unnoticed. 


DFO participants at the 5* International Fisheries Observer 
Conference. (L-R) Murray Gilchrist, Greg Workman, Kristina 
Anderson, Schon Acheson, Diana Trager, Rick Stanley, 
Alan Sinclair and Mike Weston. 


DFO was proud to be a sponsor of the 
International Fisheries Observer Conference, 
which took place in Victoria from May 15 to 
18. The event was hosted by Archipelago 
Marine Research Ltd and co-sponsored by 
British Columbia's Ministry of the 
Environment, the Canadian International 
Development Agency, the U.S. National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, and 
the Government of Australia. 

For DFO's Pacific Region Groundfish 
Enforcement Coordinator Murray Gilchrist, the 
event was a reminder that the work he and 
his colleagues are doing has a global impact. 

“Our work in Canada is not in isolation. 
The monitoring, control and surveillance 
challenges that we are facing are shared 
globally,” said Gilchrist, who was also a 
member of the Conference steering 
committee. 

Gilchrist also stressed the shared 
responsibility for ensuring sustainable 
fisheries. 

‘With the potential collapse of fisheries 
globally, there are real implications for 
economic and social security.” 


Strengthening existing partnerships 
between observers, fishers, scientists, 
non-governmental organizations and fishery 
managers was a major theme for the 
conference. Workshops and panel discussions 
thus focused on building linkages through 
better understanding of key issues. Advances 
in technologies used for surveillance, 
monitoring and data collection was another 
hot topic. 

Thirty-two DFO staff took part in the 
conference, including a number of individuals 
who were invited panellists or presenters. 
Alan Sinclair, Research Scientist at the Pacific 
Biological Station in Nanaimo, BC, delivered 
the opening presentation for the conference, 
which outlined research opportunities that 
have arisen over the last 25 years as a result 
of Canada's observer program. 

In a welcome message to delegates, 
Minister Hearn congratulated fisheries 
observers on their important contributions 
globally and highlighted the evolving role of 
new technology in addressing overfishing and 
illegal fishing. 

“The decline of global fish stocks reinforces 
the need for effective monitoring, control and 
surveillance capacity and accurate data 
collection. Integrating fishery observer 
programs and electronic monitoring tools 
into management regimes Is essential to 
sustaining viable domestic and high seas 
fisheries,” said the Minister. 

For additional information visit: 
www.fisheresobserverconterence.com. 


Kathryn Vachon is a communications officer in the 
Communications Branch, NCR. 


| Sgt Marion Craig (RCMP) carrying. 
an inspection of the troops at th 
_ Graduation Ceremony. 


_ $5 Recruits Join the Ranks of DFO Fishery Officers 


By Leanne Lalonde 


On May 9, in Chilliwack, BC, DFO representatives joined RCMP officials and families to celebrate this 
year’s graduates of the DFO training program for fishery officers. The event also served as an opportunity 
to commemorate an important milestone in the department's relationship with the RCMP. 


Graduation Day 


A badge ceremony marked the completion of 18 weeks of classroom training for 55 fishery officer recruits. 

The training focused on skills development in areas including fish identification, conducting patrols, communication, 
negotiation and enforcement techniques. 

The recruits have since been deployed across the country to begin the field training component of the 30-month 
Fishery Officer Career Progression Program. They will gain hands-on experience in monitoring fisheries to ensure 
compliance with a conservation-based, precautionary approach. They will also learn how to monitor construction 
developments and activities that might impact fish habitat. 

At the graduation dinner, Jim Jones, Regional Director General for the Gulf Region, thanked the recruits for the 
invaluable role they will now play in the department's operations: 

“You are about to become DFO's front-line troops and you are the key players in the delivery of conservation 
and protection programs. Without your presence to monitor and ensure compliance, the department's objectives in 
the management of the fisheries and habitat resources cannot be achieved.” 


Minister Loyola Hearn. 


Thirty-year anniversary 


Both the badge ceremony and graduation dinner took place 
at the RCMP. Pacific Region Training Center, where the recruits 
had just finished the 
nine-week enforcement component of the training program. 

The RCMP has been delivering enforcement training to DFO 
fishery officers since 1977. This year’s graduates join 795 other 
DFO personnel that have undergone this training. 

Mr. Steele presented Chief Superintendent Bill Dingwall of 
the RCMP with a plaque in recognition of the 30" anniversary of 
the partnership: 

“There is no doubt in my mind that the RCMP is providing 
our department with the best enforcement training available in 
Canada, if not the world. We are looking forward to continuing 
this training partnership that has been built on ongoing trust, 
cooperation and comradeship over the years between our two 
organizations,” Mr. Steele said. 


Leanne Lalonde is a communications officer in the Communications Branch, in 
the National Capital Region. 


Paul Steele, Director General of Conservation and Protection, also read a statement of congratulations from our 


To commemorate the 30 year training partnership between DFO 
presented a plaque to each other. (L-R) Sgt Sandro Parillo (RC 
Steele, DG, Conservation and Protection; Chief Supe 


Chief Recruitment and Training, C&P (1 
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Oceans Day in Yellowknife 


By Ginger Arnold 


DFO Habitat biologist Murray Somers instructs students on critter sampling techniques. 


On June 8, DFO Yellowknife hosted its first ever Oceans Day. Students, teachers, 
scientists, biologists and cultural experts came together to exchange knowledge 
about river and ocean habitats, making it such a success that plans are underway to 


establish it as an annual event. 


So, why Yellowknife when the town ts 
located so far inland - approximately 
1200 km from the Arctic Ocean? Well, 
thanks to the Rivers to Oceans theme this 
year, our staff were very motivated to take 
the unique opportunity to promote the 
understanding and sustainable use of our 
aquatic ecosystems by hosting an event 
along the nearby Yellowknife River. 

Organized by DFO's Western Arctic staff 
and assisted by volunteers from the 
Government of NWT, Environment Canada, 
Golder and Associates, Trout Unlimited, 


Ducks Unlimited, Fly Kids Foundation, 
Canadian Wildlife Foundation, the Catholic 
School Board, Prince of Wales Northern 
Heritage Centre and local Déné Elders, all 
events highlighted the value of our aquatic 
ecosystems using both the scientific 
perspective and traditional knowledge. 

Targeted to the local elementary schools, 
events were designed to highlight nearly all 
aspects of our freshwater and marine 
systems. Hosting over 240 students, our 
expert staff and volunteers put together an 
amazing program that highlighted 


A young student (and future biologist) takes a peak at a 
caddisfly under a microscope. 


biological, chemical, physical and cultural 
components all tied to our waters. 

There were nine “ecostations” for 
students to visit, passport in hand to get 
their stamps as they fulfilled station 
objectives. Staffed by volunteers, stations 
were equipped with information and tools 
needed for fish dissection, pollution, 
birding, underwater video, critter dipping, 
fly fishing, whale calls and water quality. 

One of the day’s key highlights, and a 
truly unique element to the Yellowknife 
event, was the Story Telling Station where 
Déné Elders told stories, taught traditional 
games using beaver bones, and spoke of 
their own Déné perspectives. In addition, 
the Elders cooked fresh whitefish from 
Great Slave Lake, roasted bannock and 
boiled campfire tea for students and 
volunteers. 

Teachers congratulated staff and 
volunteers for the fun yet highly educational 
activities they had organized. 

Media also took note of the event, with 
journalists and news crews out from the 
Northern News Service, the Native 
Communication Society (CKLB radio 
station) and the Aboriginal Peoples 
Television Network. 


Ginger Arnold is a Fish Habitat biologist in Yellowknife, 
Central and Arctic Region. 


Donald Dougans Tansley, 1925-2007 


By Joe Gough 


When Don Tansley was appointed 
the first Deputy Minister of Fisheries 
and Oceans in 1979, he caused some 
consternation by immediately 
leaving Ottawa. Instead of attending 
the expected meetings with central- 
agency mandarins, he spent three 
months touring the department's 
regions, talking with fishermen and 
processors, fishery officers, scientific 
staff, and DFO personnel at all 
levels. That grass-roots approach 
stayed with him. At one point as DM, 
he ordered all the senior and 
middle-level fishery officials to get 
out on commercial fishing trips. 


By then he had brought a new 
stability to the department. The old 
fisheries department had vanished into 
Environment Canada in 1971, but DFO 
re-emerged in 1979. For most of Don 
Tansley’s three-year tenure, despite the 
usual emergencies and crises, the fishery 
was generally on the upswing. So was 
DFO, with a new mandate and belief 
in itself. 

It was a time of hard work and a time 
of celebration. No one who was there 
will forget the wonderful Christmas 
parties. In Ottawa circles, DFO gained 
the reputation of a maverick department 
that usually got its own way - for 
example, when it startled the central 
agencies by creating the new Gulf of St. 
Lawrence region. 

Veteran frontline staff will remember 
Don Tansley as a creator of the Fishery 
Officer Career Progression Program, with 
training including a stint at the RCMP 
college in Regina. That single institutional 
achievement affected hundreds of lives, 
and Don’s other work affected millions. 

At DFO, he never made much of his 
previous career experience, but it was 
vast, starting with the Second World War. 
When he later wrote his much-praised 


Don Tansley 


memoir of his war years, he remained 
modest. Describing a day when he killed 
three German soldiers, this is his brief 
conclusion to one encounter: “He shot. 

| shot. He missed.” 

After the war Don went to university 
and then joined the Saskatchewan civil 
service. He rose rapidly to serve in senior 
positions, including Deputy Minister of 
Finance. In 1962, he took charge of 
putting the provincial Medicare program, 
Canada’s first, into operation. His 
handling of the Saskatchewan doctors’ 
strike turned a potential disaster into 
a triumph. 

From 1964 to 1968, Don served as 
Deputy Minister of Finance in New 
Brunswick, during the revolutionary 
Equal Opportunity program. He then 
became Executive Vice-President of the 
Canadian International Development 
Agency, where he instilled a new 
emphasis on direct field work. A two- 
year special assignment saw him write a 
fundamental study on the International 


Red Cross, where the Tansley Report 
remains a guiding document. In 1976 he 
became Administrator of the Trudeau 
government's Anti-Inflation Board, and it 
was from there that he went to DFO. 

In every position, Don Tansley readily 
grasped the economic, social, and 
political complexities. But in recollecting 
those stints, he would always talk about 
people - finding the right ones, setting 
up the best working system, keeping 
them motivated and happy. Intelligent as 
he was, he always said he wanted to 
surround himself with people smarter 
than him. He genuinely liked and 
admired others. From that natural 
instinct, honed by experience, flowed 
much of his success. 

Don Tansley became a Member of 
the Order of Canada, and also received 
the highest awards from both the 
International and the Canadian Red 
Cross. His death on July 19, at age 82, 
came from lung cancer. In his usual 
fashion - friendly and companionable, 
yet pragmatic - he planned his 
departure and helped write his own 
obituary. It includes this quote: 

"Hey friends, I'm leaving. But what a 
time I've had! It's not often that I've 
been one of the first to leave the party. 
| want to say thanks and to pay tribute 
to so many whom | have been blessed 
to know." 


Former DFO employee Joe Gough is a researcher 
and writer specializing in fisheries. 
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Another Workshop on Aquatic Invaders, but it’s Just the Beginning 


By Mac Campbell 


This mussel line in PEI is heavy with the invasive clubbed tunicate. 


Photo: Philippe Archambault 


Last June saw another meeting on 
this issue, with the same focused 
desire to gather information and act 
in collaboration: aquatic invasive 
species (AIS) brought 35 
researchers to Prince Edward Island 
for a two-day session. DFO’s 
Aquatic Invasive Species Steering 
Committee called this meeting to 
pull together information on the 
work going on in the region to fight 
these species. 


Thomas Landry, a senior biologist in 
the Gulf Region, and most of the 
researchers at the meeting are relatively 
new to the AIS file. That comes as no 
surprise given the fact that some 
invasive species are so new to Maritime 
waters... although they're spreading at 
a dramatic pace. Up until 1995 or so, 
Thomas Landry's principal scientific 
interest was shellfish restoration. 

Then came the late 1990s and his first 
encounter with his first invasive species, 
the green crab. It continues to be a 
voracious predator of the soft-shelled 
clam and other mollusks. When 
Thomas Landry first became exposed to 
invasive species he concedes he didn't 
Know what all the fuss was about. 

“| always wondered why there was 
an interest in that field. | couldn't 
understand why we were investing 
seemingly so much money into aquatic 
invasive species. But what we now see 
on PEI is very dramatic and makes us 
conscious of the need to monitor and 
control these invasive species.” 

PEI’s mussel growers have four 
invading tunicate species on their leases 
- the clubbed, golden star, vase and 
violet - costing the industry millions in 
added harvesting and processing costs. 


Thomas Landry hopes that the 
extensive work on AlS will lead to an 
ecosystem approach to managing the 
invaders. He also realizes that the 
mussel industry requires more 
immediate scientific information and 
results. 

“That has been one of the biggest 
challenges. To engage the mussel 
growers we need to have results out to 
them before our research makes the 
scientific publication stage.” 

Stephen Lanteigne has been 
involved in aquaculture for 18 years, 
first with the Province of New 
Brunswick, now with DFO as 
aquaculture coordinator. AIS popped up 
on his radar about eight years ago in 
the form of the green crab. Since then, 
he has had to contend with the four 
tunicate species and the oyster thief. 

He says the PEI meeting highlighted the 
need to focus on priority areas of 
research and not just on research 
designed to answer academic 
questions. 

“We need to be practical and find 
short term solutions to the growers’ 
problems rather than long term 
studies,” Mr. Lanteigne said. 

Many of the researchers will have an 
opportunity to talk again sooner than 
they might think. From October 1-4, PEI 
will host an International Invasive Sea 
Squirt Conference at Brudenell. 
Fisheries and Oceans Canada Is a 
sponsor. 


Mac Campbell is a communications manager in 
Charlottetown, Gulf Region. 


the marine environment, including 


Quebec Region Marks 
World Hydrography Day 


By Robert Dorais 


When you hear about safety in navigation and the protection of the marine 
environment, do you ever consider the vital role that hydrography plays in that 
regard? To remind us of the importance of hydrography, the United Nations has 
declared June 21 World Hydrography Day. This year’s theme, “Electronic 
Navigational Charts - An Essential Element of Safety at Sea and Efficient 
Maritime Operations,” highlights the many benefits of electronic navigation for 
seamen as well as for emergency response, scientific research and coastal zone 
management. 


In the Quebec Region, the day 
began with an excursion aboard the 
Frederick G. Creed with CBC 
journalist Yves Blouin. In a live 
report from the ship, Richard 
Sanfacon, data acquisition manager, 
explained the various hydrographic 
activities that contribute to safety at 
sea and to a better understanding of 


the discovery of shipwrecks, which 
always piques the public's interest. 
Radio stations in Rimouski and 
Matane received several copies of a 
book on the history of hydrography 
in Canada to give away as prizes in a draw for morning-show listeners. 

During the day, Michelle Grenier, nautical publications manager, presented the new 
edition of Chart 4950 - Magdalen Islands to municipal officials of the Magdalen Islands. 
To mark the occasion, an exhibition of old charts was mounted at the Ocean Museum in 
Havre-Aubert, and visitors were given copies of the chart as door prizes by the CHS. 

In collaboration with the Navy League of Canada, the CHS gave young sea cadets a 
once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to try virtual navigation, with the help of electronic 
navigation simulators at the Quebec Marine Institute in Rimouski and at the Simulation 
and Marine Expertise Centre of the Corporation of Lower St. Lawrence Pilots in Quebec. 
In their simulated voyages, the young cadets were introduced to the latest technology, 
including electronic navigational charts. The cadets greatly enjoyed their experience and 
also discovered the potential of careers in the marine industry, from designing charts to 
piloting ships. One of the participants is even starting his studies at the Quebec Marine 
Institute in the fall. 

The CHS would like to thank the partners who made these exciting activities possible: 
the Ocean Museum of Havre-Aubert, the Navy League of Canada, the Quebec Marine 
Institute, and the Simulation and Marine Expertise Centre of the Corporation of Lower 
St. Lawrence Pilots. 

@eeceeeeeooeeoeeoeeeeeeeeoeeoeoeeeeees 


Robert Dorais is a liaison officer for the Canadian Hydrographic Service in the Quebec Region. 


After learning how to use electronic navigational charts, the young 
cadets were able to pilot their ship back to port. 
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By members of DFO Steering Committee for the Conference 


At the 2 edition of the annual Ocean Connections Conference last March, keynote 
speaker Silver Donald Cameron said that “proper management of the oceans 
commons means... treating the oceans with the reverence due to a gift of 
incalculable beauty and importance.” His was a thought-provoking address on the 
role government, industry, and citizens play in ensuring our oceans stay healthy and 
sustainable - illustrating the conference theme of “Sustainable Oceans & Coastal 


Communities - Striking the Balance.” 


Ocean Connection conferences provide an 
opportunity to present ocean industry sector 
history, trends, challenges and opportunities, 
and to better appreciate the significance, value 
and contribution of the ocean industries in the 
North East Nova Scotia region. The 
conferences are planned and funded by 
multiple partners, including municipal, 
provincial and federal levels of government 
with coordination through the Strait-Highlands 
Regional Development Agency. 


f yy 
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Conference 


Fisheries and Oceans Canada has been a 
major supporter of the annual conference 
held in Port Hawkesbury, NS, through direct 
involvement in event planning, 
presentations and financial contribution. 
Departmental participation at the steering 
committee level in 2007 was provided by 
Denise McCullough, Jack MacNeil, Donald 
MacDonald and Peggy Thompson. 

The 2007 Conference was a great 
success, with 130 participants attending. 


DFO staff Top- Denise McCullough,L-R Jack MacNeil and Melanie Hur 
at the Ocean Connections Conference last March. 
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Melanie Hurlbert, an oceans policy officer, 
gave a presentation on the Eastern Scotian 
Shelf Integrated Management Plan (ESSIM). 
Jack MacNeil, oceans biologist, presented an 
overview of the Gulf of St. Lawrence 
Integrated Management (GOSLIM). Weather 
conditions unfortunately prevented Linda 
Hunt, a senior advisor with Fisheries & 
Aquaculture Management, from getting to 
Port Hawkesbury. Melanie Hurlbert delivered 
her presentation on Species At Risk in her 
absence. The Conference also addressed 
Harbour Authority Diversification 
opportunities and successes. 

Amongst many great displays, Fisheries 
and Oceans information booths were on site 
staffed by Denise McCullough and Melanie 
Hurlbert. There was also a Harbour Authority 
kiosk staffed by Donald MacDonald and 
Peggy Thompson. 

A two-day Gulf Nova Scotia 
Harbour Authority Training and 
Information Session was organized 
prior to the Ocean Connections 
Conference. This coordinated 
effort provided an excellent 
opportunity for fishers and 
harbour authorities to collect the 
most recent and valuable 
resources available to them and 
their communities. 

Presentations and conference 
details can be found at 
Www.oceanconnections.ca. 


DFO Committee members included Denise 
McCullough, GIS coordinator in the Oceans 
& Coastal Management Division, Maritimes 
Region; Jack MacNeil, oceans biologist with 
the Oceans & Habitat Branch in the Gulf 
Region; Donald MacDonald, area chief, 
Small Craft Harbours and Real Property, 
Safety & Security, Gulf Region; and Peggy 
Thompson, A/business manager, Small 
Craft Harbours, also in the Gulf Region. 


Centres of Expertise Change 
Delivery of IT Services 


By Heidi MacDonald 


Did you read in our last issue of Oceans how the IT Sustainability Project is 
transforming service delivery to all DFO and CCG employees? A major aspect 
of the project is the formation of six Centres of Expertise (COEs) spread 
throughout DFO regions, as well as a Service Management Centre in Ottawa. 


The establishment of the COEs will happen gradually from August 2007 to 
March 2008. Most of them will have employees distributed in several regions, but 
each will deliver a set of specialized IT services for us all in the department. 

The Service Management Centre will be responsible for the overall COE service 
coordination, and consistency of service in areas such as service level management, 
client relations, financial and HR support as well as ITIL processes (the IT 
Infrastructure Library, ITIL, is a set of best practices for IT). 

Though these changes have been designed to have the least impact on clients, the 
migration of some services will change the way that we request several commonly- 
used IT services. 

Québec will be home to the Service Desk. We will have a single point of contact 
(a 1-800 number) for our requests at DFO. Service desk employees will provide user 
support through a sophisticated remote resolution utility and in-person where 
necessary. 

The Telephony & Wireless Services centre, based in Newfoundland and Labrador, 
will also be migrated to a central point of contact for service — the Service Desk’s 
1-800 number. The staff of this COE will manage all requests for telecommunication 
technologies, such as land lines, faxes and cell phones, as well as the telephone 
directories. 

Central and Arctic’s COE will deal with PC, PC Software & Data Output Devices 
Services. This centre will lead acquisition and procurement and manage the 
standardization of workstations, software, printers and other related assets. 

The IT Security Centre, in Ottawa, will deliver such services as managing rules for 
network access and protection; monitoring security threats, and providing virus 
scanning services for PCs, servers, and email gateways. 

The COE for Network and Internet Services will reside in Pacific Region, and it will 
manage all network equipment and provide connectivity, maintenance and monitoring 
for DFO networks. 

Finally, the Data Centre COE will be managed out of Maritimes, and will have 
major data centres in Dartmouth (NS), Ottawa, and Sidney (BC). The key function of 
this COE will be application hosting. It will also offer services related to Data Centre 
Facilities management, installation, administration and maintenance of the servers; 
and application of security standards. 

This restructuring makes way for a more sustainable foundation for IT service 
delivery and will provide a consistent approach to service quality for all of us at DFO. 
Have questions about ISP? Please visit http,//intra.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/ISP-PDT/index_e.asp. 


Heidi MacDonald is the ISP communications officer, based in the Maritimes Region. 
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Hats Off to Exceptional Achievements and Behaviours at DFO 


By Corinne Wilson 


2007 Prix d’Excellence honoured many individuals and teams who made exemplary contributions to the department. 


Last May, Larry Murray, our DM at the time, asked the crowd assembled in Ottawa for the 
10" edition of the Prix d’Excellence ceremony - and DFO regions participating via 
videoconference - to forget challenges for a while and focus on our successes. 


“Some of the things we do matter hugely,” he stressed. “I am pleased, and feel very proud and 
honoured to recognize seven teams and 12 individuals in areas of the Prix d’Excellence, where the human 
dimension is extremely important to accomplishing the tasks at hand.” 

Minister Hearn arrived straight from the Ottawa airport, to personally congratulate the recipients. 

“It is extremely important for me to stand alongside you,” he said. “Your level of professionalism 
makes my job an honour to do, and | thank all of you for that. My hat's off to you!” 

Also recognized with pride were employees who received a DM Commendation, others who earned 
the prestigious CCG or Peace Officers Exemplary Service Medal and/or Bar, and finally those who had 
reached 35 years of dedicated service. 

Find out who our outstanding colleagues are and what they accomplished to help us fulfill the DFO 
and CCG mission at http,//w03intra0!.ncr.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/Hk/Recognition/E_PrixExcellence2007_e.asp?urllD=31. 


Corinne Wilson works in the Editorial and Executive Services unit of the Communications Branch in the NCR. 
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The 2007 Recreational Fisheries Awards 


On May 7, Minister Hearn, then Deputy 
Minister Larry Murray, Members of 
Parliament and invited guests gathered on 
Parliament Hill for the 2007 Recreational 
Fisheries Awards ceremony. 


The awards were established in 1989 by 
the department to recognize individuals and 
organizations that have made an important 
contribution towards sustaining and 
developing the recreational fishing 
experience in Canada. 

“Recreational fishers are one of DFO’s 
most valued partners. Government, of 
course, has its role to play in protecting and 
enhancing our fish and fish habitat, but we 
can't do it by ourselves,” said Minister 
Hearn. “We need the thousands of 
volunteers across the country, whose 
passion for fishing spurs them to action in 
their communities." 


By Leanne Lalonde 


Four recipients were at the Ottawa 


ceremony: 


Chris Atkinson of Kitchener, Ontario, 
who was recognized for his involvement 
and leadership with various conservation 
and restoration projects involving the 
Nottawasaga River and one of tts 
tributaries, the Boyne River. 

The Comité de valorisation de la riviére 
Beauport, a non-profit organization 
located in Quebec City, honoured for its 
efforts towards the promotion, 
enhancement and conservation of the 
Beauport river and its watershed. 

Tim Doskoch of Edmonton, Alberta, who 
established a new fishery at Muir Lake, 
with an interpretation centre and a walk 
of fame. 

The Northwest River Atlantic Salmon 
Conservation Working Group of Port 
Blandford, Newfoundland and Labrador, 
recognized for its innovative and 


Minister Hearn (in the middle) with award recipients (L-R) Larry Spracklin and Ray Chatman of the Northwest River 
Atlantic Salmon Conservation Working Group, Chris Atkinson, Tim Doskoch, and Nathalie Piedboeuf and Tony Denis of the 
Comité de valorisation de la riviere Beauport. 


Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Fisheries and 
Oceans Randy Kamp (left) presents John Brockley with his 
Recreational Fishing Award plaque. Pacific's Regional 
Director General Paul Sprout stands by on the right. 


successful Atlantic Salmon population 

recovery and conservation plan. 

The fifth recipient, John Brockley of 
Smithers, British Columbia, was presented 
with his award by Randy Kamp, the 
Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of 
Fisheries and Oceans, at a separate 
ceremony on April 21. Mr Brockley was 
recognized for his tireless efforts as an 
advocate for the betterment of the fisheries 
resource and recreational fisheries in BC, 
including over 25 years of association with 
the Sport Fishing Advisory Board. 

Mr. Brockley passed away on May 18. 
Many DFO employees had had the 
opportunity to work with him over the years 
and were saddened to hear the news. 

He was very well respected in the fishing 
community and will be greatly missed. 


Leanne Lalonde is a communications officer in the 
Communications Branch, in the National Capital 
Region. 


“Keeping the Circle Strong: Connecting our Generations” 
National Public Service Week at DFO = 


NPSW at headquarters was the most successful 
ever, with 14 educational and fun activities. 
Here Cal Hegge (left) jokes about his team’s 
victory with Deal or No Deal host, Sylvain 
Paradis. Larry Murray and Wendy Watson- 
Wright (behind) are thoroughly enjoying 

the fun. 


The eventful week in the NCR 
culminated with Friday's picnic, which 
included a new Float Your Boat event, 
with employees building cardboard 
boats and launching them for a race in 
the Ottawa River. 


Newfoundland and 
Labrador marked the week 
in big and small ways. In 

St. John’s, employees 
enjoyed Breakfast on the 
Boss, with pancakes served 
by regional management 
committee members, and 
the first annual Jaunt to th: 
Pump House, a3 km run, 


DFO/CCG hosts a barbecue for 
municipal, provincial: and federal 
employees in Charlottetown 
(moored in the background is the 
cruise ship MV Masdam). This was 
one of many barbecues held in Gulf 


i walk or crawl to the DFO 
Region offices, along with learning pump house and back 
activities and awards of excellence, Pictured from left to right: 
as pars of NESW. Ben Davis (3rd place), Fraser 

Davidson (2nd place) and 


winner Bill Goulding. 


Juno Cavacece and her husband serve a 
delicious BBQ beef at the interdepartmental 
Lower Fraser Area cook-out held at the DFO 
Annacis office. NPSW events in Pacific included 
government tradeshows, learning days, 
employee recognition awards, golf, bowling, 
breakfasts, even a cruise of Miles Canyon in 
Whitehorse. 


Central and Arctic Region celebrated NPSW in 
many ways, strengthening team spirit as well as 
relationships with the community. The Sarnia 
office raised $1000 for the Big Brothers in the 
pizza and draw that followed their "Are you 
smarter than a 5th grader" challenge. Brian 
Leblanc (CCG), Lawrence Swift (DFO) and Kathy 
Morris (TC) are on the hot seat in the picture. 


Julie Norris (left) and Angela 
Bate chat with Paul Sprout 
(RDG, Pacific Region) at the 
NSPW ‘coffee and muffins 
kick-off event in Vancouver. 


eneration X and Y public servants. Lunch was 
welcomed by all afterwards. In Gaspé-Lower St 
Lawrence, following an exchange of visits 
between federal departments, NPSW concluded 
with a talk on conflicts, an exhibit of 
employees’ handicrafts and a happy hour with 
songs and music by talented colleagues. 


St. Andrews Biological Station employees trek up Chamcook 
Mountain during NPSW. Maritimes Regionevents also 
included challenges for the mind, as well as pancake 
breakfasts, lunches and team games. The Southwest New 
Brunswick office hosted a presentation on "Generational 
Diversity", in keeping with this year's NPSW theme, 


Canadian Coast Guard Fleet 
Fan hpprecation Day at Lynx Stadium i isa Hit! 


By Martin Beaupre 


_ Gary Sidock, Director General of Fleet in Ottawa, led the cheering as Canadian Coast 
Guard employees from the National Capital Region (NCR) attended a Triple-A 
baseball game between the Ottawa Lynx and the Columbus Clippers on June 14. This 

. fun social activity was organized by Fleet as ae of oS no National Public 
a Service Week a of activities. 


Carolyn Morelli, from CCG 
Fleet, with son Theo Pelletier 


~ Atotal of ob people icone cee o wileorined team autographed item in 


at the Ottawa Lynx stadium. employees, friends and family, werein -~—_—s Support of our upcoming Government of 
. attendance as the Lynx honoured the Coast. = Canada Workplace Charitable Campaign in 
Guard on the scoreboard and flew the CCG ~—_the fall of 2007. 
| flag atop the stadium. Carolyn Morelli, Fleet's. ~All in alll, although the home team lost to 
. Operations Support Officer, represented the  _ the Clippers by a score of 3 to 2, CCG came 
) Coast Guard with pride asshetookthe out on top as fun was had by all ce the old 
| national anthem salute in full uniform. ball game.” 
| The Lynx also graciously offered the - Our thanks to the CCG staff members 
opportunity for CCG to throw the ceremonial involved in the planning of this event and to 

first pitch. Theo Pelletier, son of Mario the Ottawa Lynx organization for their - 


Pelletier, Director of Fleet Safety and Security, wonderful hospitality. 

and Carolyn Morelli, received the honours and = ewe eee 

did us proud. The game was followed by an Martin Beaupré is a senior advisor in the Integrated 

autograph session with the Lynx players. | Business Management Services of the CCG, National 
As an added bonus, the Lynx will also cadiameue uum 

provide CCG with an, as of yet, 


Lynx baseball player Charles 
Weatherby Ill gives Theo the 
ball for him to throw the 
ceremonial first pitch. 
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Maurice Lamontagne Institute Celebrates 20 Years of Outstanding Work 


By Johanne Fournier 


Maurice Lamontagne Institute 


2007 marks the 20th anniversary of the Maurice Lamontagne Institute (MLI), one of 
Fisheries and Oceans Canada’s research centres, located in Mont-Joli. The 
celebrations kicked off on June 12 - the day MLI officially opened back in 1987 - 
under the theme “20 years of achievements benefiting communities.” 


The Institute is one of the world’s 
leading French-language marine science 
research facilities. It has an annual budget 
of $32 million and a staff of about 400 - a 
far cry from the 75 people who worked 
there when tt first opened! 

The research and monitoring activities 
that take place at the MLI help us to better 
understand the aquatic ecosystems and the 
impacts of human activities on those 
ecosystems, and to ensure safe navigation 
in our waters. The work carried out 
encompasses areas of expertise such as fish 
and marine mammals, biodiversity, marine 
environment, oceanography, hydrography, 
integrated oceans management and fish 
habitat protection. 

To celebrate 20 years of existence, MLI is 
holding special activities until December, 
some of them held for its partners and 


clients in Trois-Riviéres, Mont-Joli, Sept-lles, 
Grande-Riviere and Cap-aux-Meules. The 
institute will also be present at events in 


Rimouski and Matane. MLI open house 
days, a very popular event with the general 
public, are planned for October. 

The open house will give visitors the 
opportunity to learn about MLI's research 
infrastructure and to deepen their 
understanding of marine science, ocean 
conservation and fish habitat management, 
while raising public awareness about the 
Canadian Coast Guard's services. Visitors 
will also be able to stop at various stands 
where hosts will explain the work done by 
scientific teams. The last such event at MLI 
in 2002 drew more than 3,600 people. 

The Institute’s 20-year record of 
achievement speaks for itself, according to 
Director General Ariane Plourde. She 
referred to research in fisheries sciences, 
assessment of fish stocks and advances 
made in fish habitat, marine biology and 
physiology, species at risk and, of course, 
climate change and its impacts on the 
aquatic environment. 


Johanne Fournier is a senior communications advisor 
in the Communications Branch of Quebec Region. 


On June 12, anniversary date of the Institute's official opening, employees assembled to hear Ariane Plourde 
highlight the accomplishments of the research centre. 
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